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The Future of Japan
WARBRGEE AARFEEFEFK 34 BHE =HE

Recently, we have seen many more foreigners in our neighborhoods: at the
station, at convenience stores, and in our workplaces. While some are residents,
many are “International technical trainees” - foreigners who come to Japan to learn
job skills and return to their home country. They come with the promise of being
able to get useful skills in Japan, and to get better jobs or start their own business
when they return home with what they learned. These days in Japan, we often hear

about their news. Do you know why they have been paid attention to recently?

The problem is that this style of employment may lead foreigners to
various problems. They come to Japan thinking they will be trained in useful skills
in return for reduced pay and long working hours, but instead they end up moving
boxes for 10 hours a day for pay lower than a Japanese citizen would be paid. The
training they were promised by these “black companies” was just a trick to exploit
these foreigners until their visa is up and they are sent home with a fraction of the
pay they should have earned for their labor. Difficult labor and long working hours
leads to health problems — ones Japan doesn’t have to worry about. There was never
a chance for them to learn new skills, because the business knows they will leave —
so why waste time training them? Everyone knows they have to go home, as there

1s no possibility for them to immigrate to Japan.

Why does such a thing happen? Why do we allow such programs to exist?
Because we still think “foreigners can't be Japanese. They can’t become part of our
society.” Isn’t that a crazy opinion? We want the benefits of their labor to help our
industries, but have such a low opinion of them that we won’t let them grow roots

here, even as our population decreases and villages are abandoned.

People should receive the same dignity regardless of their nationalities.
Imagine you work hard in other country everyday but people around you don't feel
good about you. That makes you uncomfortable with your life. Don't you feel lonely,
feeling like you are not a member of that community? This exists in this country,
too. Do you want someone to feel like that here in Japan? No, I don’t. That is not
the Japan I want to live in. Eating sandwiches from convenience stores, fish sold
at markets, or buying goods “made in Japan” that were made or processed by people
we take advantage of, look down on, then toss away simply because their race or
culture is deplorable. Is it worth having cheap goods by stealing from those we

claim to be helping?



Technical trainees have already been part of our society. We need them
and they need us. So why don’t we help each other? To make the atmosphere
welcoming to trainees, we must start changing our way of thinking. We can no
longer say “Japan is only for Japanese.” We already depend on food from around
the globe and cheap overseas labor in our factories. We must start saying “Japan is

for the people who live here.”

The idea that workers and habitants are in different positions is out of
date. We can make the community of mutualism for ourselves and the next
generations. It is high time to think about what it means to be a citizen of Japan.
Our decisions will create the future Japan. The future of our culture and nation

depends on it.

[EHE]
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Living Together

<
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I know most of you are Japanese and you are leading a rather comfortable life
here in Japan. But imagine you were born and raised in a poor country and came
to Japan to earn money to support your family back home. What would bother you
most? What problems do you think you would have?

The other day, some articles in the local newspaper caught my eye. They were
part of a series of articles titled “Foreign Workers are Now!” They contained a
number of stories depicting the current situation of foreign workers in Japan.
Stories of people who experienced violence and verbal abuse, of people who are
working while enduring unfair wages and harsh working conditions, and of those
who have gone missing. Is this really the current situation in Japan, a country
where many people are calling for globalization and diversity? I could hardly
believe my eyes.

Mr. Luan from Vietnam told me his own story in my interview. He told me how
fascinating a country Japan was for him. He came to Japan and worked as a
technical intern trainee for three years, struggling to adjust to the new
environment. I learned there is certainly a harsh reality that is hard for me to
imagine. Foreign workers come to Japan with hopes and dreams, but most of them
have a hard time settling in Japanese society. After finishing the interview, I was
so ashamed of my ignorance. In my hometown, Miyazaki, the number of foreign
workers has been increasing. However, I know almost nothing about them and have
made no effort to interact with them. I also learned how immature our society is
toward accepting workers from other countries.

I believe that to help improve the current situation for foreign workers a strong
community support is a must. I believe this because I realized the importance of
communities through my own experience. At the beginning of my study abroad in
Brisbane, Australia, I had a hard time. At school, I was the only Japanese person
in my class. There were many times when I didn’t understand what was being said.
However, to my request, most people around me were happy to explain anything I
didn’t understand. My fears and anxieties gradually disappeared. When I started
introducing Japanese culture to them, such as showing pictures of lunchtime and
cleaning activities at school, they got really interested, usually responding with
“Wow, Amazing!” I became very proud of my identity as a Japanese.

My homestay was with an Egyptian host father and a Filipino host mother,
both of whom were immigrants. They spent hours answering questions about my
concerns and cultural differences, based on their experiences as immigrants. In
addition, I was able to communicate with many people through surveys and

volunteer activities, which made me feel like a member of the local community.



Looking back on my experience in Brisbane, I think I could not have
accomplished all T did without the support of the community around me. If I hadn’t
been able to gain their understanding, I might not have been able to overcome the
language and cultural barriers. What about Japanese society? Are we Japanese not
seeing foreign workers only as convenient “Labor Power”? Are we not imposing our
normal way of thinking on them? Are we not choosing not to get involved with them?
Such attitude from us can make it hard for the 2.8 million foreigners in Japan to
live here. What is needed is to imagine their backgrounds and deepen our
understanding of them. Only through learning about each other’s culture and
acknowledging each other’s differences will we be able to realize the existence of
diversity and live in harmony. We need to have more opportunities to interact with
each other. Mr. Luan, the man from Vietnam I talked about earlier, is now picking
up the SOS calls from foreign workers. He is now working hard to create an
environment where foreign workers can easily ask for help. The fact that there are
many other people like him willing to make a difference makes me relieved.

Now is the time to learn about the real meaning of diversity. Now is the time we
should take action to make our society comfortable to live in for both Japanese and
foreigners. As the first step towards coexistence, why don’t we start communicating
with the people around us? 1 believe that a single small connection has the

potential to become the catalyst for big social change.

[EREEF]
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Never Be Powerless
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“Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote life-long
learning opportunities for all.”-This is proposed by the United Nations as the
sustainable Development Goal 4 towards quality education. Going to school and
attending classes every day is not special, just my routine. However, according to
the United Nations, in 2018, about 260 million children were still out of school.
That is nearly one fifth of the global population in my age group. Additionally, more
than half of all children worldwide are not meeting minimum proficiency standards
in reading and mathematics.

In April 2020, COVID-19 pandemic spread across Japan and I was forced to
stay at home for two months. I still remember the time when I had so much anxiety
about not going to school. Now, I go to school every day and attend classes with
my classmates, join club activities and engage with my teachers and peers. I cannot
appreciate my blessed situation enough because I know how much learning matters
to us.

Three years ago, I was able to volunteer at a shelter house in Seattle. There,
victims of domestic violence, the homeless and refugee families lived together and
had access to supportive services. I conducted a “chara-ben” lesson to the children
living there. Before the lesson, I was so anxious, wondering, “What are they like?”
or “Will they care about my lesson or be bored?”. All those fears fell on me on
whether I could connect with these kids. However, once I met them, my anxiety
was gone. They were just the same as me. They were in the same generation as me.
They listened to my lesson enthusiastically even though my English was not clear
enough. As the lesson went on, they looked happy and motivated. We got closer,
asked each other questions and laughed together. We shared such a precious
moment together through the chara-ben lesson, through learning. I felt ashamed of
myself for having had anxiety. Through this experience, I realized that the
willingness to learn something connects us and brings us vivid curiosity. In turn,
newfound curiosity drives us to learning itself, which enriches our everyday life.
Education truly makes a profound difference.

Millions of children remain deprived of educational opportunities as a result
of social, cultural and economic factors. Education is empowering and one of the
most powerful tools. Education can make these children, who are often disregarded
and neglected, participate fully in society.

As a high school student in Japan, making an action in a global scale is
difficult. But I can learn more about the current situation. I can keep myself open
to the global issues. I can enjoy learning at school. I can encourage and help my

classmates. Even though my steps might be tiny, I believe I am never powerless.



Education is everyone’s right. It gave me power to give a chara-ben lesson.
Therefore, I believe that once we can achieve quality education, all children will

also never be powerless.
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The Magic of Cultural Differences
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Have you ever thought about “cultural differences”?

Three years ago, I visited Italy as an ambassador for my hometown. I stayed in
the home of a girl named Adriana for a few days, and visited her school. She is the
same age as me. Today, I would like to reflect on my friendship with Adriana and
the experiences I had while living in her home as I explain a realization I had about
cultural differences.

While I was on the way to my host family’s house, I felt anxious, because I was
going to stay in a foreign house alone. I only knew my host sister’s name and gender.
Also, I was worried about whether we could go beyond our cultural differences to
become good friends, because I had already been surprised at some differences of
culture during the sightseeing in Rome.

However, since the very first day of my stay in Adriana’s house, we became
great friends like true sisters. What made us have such an intimate relationship in
spite of our different languages and cultures? I think it’s “cultural differences”
themselves. Maybe you are thinking there should be a contradiction to my words,
but this is what I learned from the time I spent with her.

I experienced many aspects of Italian culture with Adrianna. We cooked
homemade pizza, played Italian card games, and even went to Adriana’s cousin’s
birthday party together. On holidays, we took walks along the beach, and played
soccer in the garden. At her school, we listened to presentations on Italian culture,
and tried tongue twisters in each other’s language. When I was surprised at
cultural differences, Adriana and her friends explained them to me politely, and
said, “How 1is it different in Japan?” They tried to teach me about Italian culture,
and tried to learn about Japanese culture. I greatly admired them and I came to do
as they did. In this way, we learned so much about each other’s culture. Discovery
of cultural differences gave us joy, and it made the distance between our hearts
closer.

Until then, I had thought “cultural differences” would only prevent us from
communicating with foreigners, but they can actually bring our hearts closer
together.

It is true that cultural differences may sometimes lead to tragedies like ethnic
conflicts or bullying. On the other hand, they can create beautiful friendships
between people.

What makes some cultural differences positive? It’s the attitude of acceptance
and the desire to use the differences to get to know others.

Each culture has its own history, ingenuity, and national character. However,

the differences between two countries are not necessarily opposed like water and



oil, but are more like different colors of water color paints that create other
beautiful colors by being mixed together. People who fight and bully because of
cultural differences, consider them to be obstacles, and refuse to accept them. If
they could understand the beauty of cultural differences, they would try to get to
know others, and gain joy, friendship, and bonds. This is the true treasure created
by cultural differences. I'm so fortunate to have gotten such a precious gift from
cultural differences with Adriana, her family, and friends in Italy. I'm very grateful
to them.

Maybe there are some foreigners around you, and you will meet other foreigners
in the future. What will you get from the cultural differences? Each of our actions
is a key to change our future world.

I hope my speech will stay in someone’s heart. Thank you for listening.
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The Key to Stopping Modern Slavery
KRR SEATE@EF SR 34 In BE

A dark room; locked door. You sit in fear. No way of escape. You're in a prison.
You're a slave. You're a victim of human trafficking. Imagine what that is like. You
have no freedom. Your heart is dying, and your dignity has been taken away forever.
You are truly without hope. Human slavery. For normal people, human slavery is
something from the distant past. Wrong. Human trafficking is everywhere.

About 40 million people are victims of human trafficking every year. But, this is
only the number of detected cases. The real number is probably much higher. This
is because human trafficking happens in the shadows. It's a hidden crime. More
than half of all cases are girls and women, and 34% of victims are children. Children.
The most common cases are women trafficked for sexual exploitation. But, men and
boys are being used in increasing numbers for sexual exploitation and forced labor.
In fact, forced labor has increased from 18 to 38% of cases.

Traffickers target people in vulnerable situations: people living in poverty, people
affected by wars and disasters. And now, in the digital age, there is a new problem.
Human trafficking used to happen by criminals approaching potential victims
directly. But, the Internet has been integrated into this shadowy business and it
has helped traffickers target more victims. With only one click, we can exchange
the life of a human being. Just like if we were shopping for clothes. Another change
1s that human trafficking is happening more inside countries with victims not
crossing international borders. Police data shows this is happening even in Japan
where girls in the countryside are targeted by criminal gangs and forced to work as
slaves or to be sexually exploited in other prefectures.

Education is the most effective way to solve this problem. In our school, as part
of our English lessons, we do a Model United Nations activity. This year our topic
is "human trafficking." We research the topic deeply and discuss possible solutions
with each other. Every student should have this wonderful opportunity. One thing
that I love about this activity is that we have to think - not from our own point of
view - but from the point of view of the country that we are representing. I have
been so surprised by how ignorant we were about this topic and about other
international issues. That is why knowledge is the only way to solve this problem.
By educating people about this hidden crime, we shine a light on the darkness.

Human trafficking is the third largest criminal activity in the world, behind only
illegal weapons sales and drug trafficking. Human trafficking is not a small crime,
but it doesn't get enough attention because it is unseen. The issue is getting even
more urgent because of COVID-19. Sharp increases in unemployment motivate job
seekers to take higher risks in their struggle to get out of poverty. But we can do

nothing to solve this problem because we don't know anything about it. Let's be



honest. People in Japan don't know about this issue. I want every school to make
Model United Nations a compulsory part of education. It doesn't matter if it is done
in English or Japanese, in Japanese lessons or social studies. We need to increase
young people's awareness of important issues. If we don’t know, we can’t act.
Without education, there is no change, no justice, no lives saved. Education is our

hope, the light that will guide us to a world without slavery.
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International Cooperation for the Future
HYRALS ZESEFR 3 Nl K}

International cooperation and support. Due to the spread of Covid-19, we
don’t see as many people out and about and these activities have been curtailed. So,
I thought it is time for all of us to reconsider what real international cooperation
and support are. When you hear these words, you probably think of developed
countries delivering money and supplies to developing countries. But can such
activities really be beneficial for developing countries?

My school has been engaged in international problem research with the
aim of fostering global leaders. Our research focuses on water and poverty issues
around the world, and I am particularly interested in rainwater harvesting in the
communities of Tonle Sap Lake in Cambodia. Tonle Sap Lake 1s the largest
freshwater lake in Southeast Asia and is home to more than one million people. As
in tradition, they have used the lake water for their daily lives. But due to the
deteriorating quality of the lake water, they have to buy bottled water. Their poor
wages are used to buy bottled water, so they can never get out of poverty.

In order to break this negative cycle, I'm researching how to make rainwater
harvesting more accessible to residents. If they can use rainwater for their daily
lives, they will not need to buy bottled water and they’ll live more comfortably.

At my school, we students have chances to go to Tonle Sap Lake every
summer and winter for fieldwork. I was planning to go there last winter, but
because of coronavirus, I was not able to go there. Therefore, I spoke to teachers
and senior staff who have been there and found many problems.

Firstly, there was a lack of harmony between the needs of the local people
and those of us supporting them. Sometimes we want to give them something, but
they don't want it.

Secondly, there is the issue of customs that have taken root in the area. My
predecessors were able to supply well water to use instead of rainwater. The well
water was so dirty that some who drank it got sick, but once they got used to
getting well water easily, they couldn't go back to the time-consuming task of
collecting rainwater. It's easy to break people’s habits if we do things based on our
own values without knowing the local conditions deeply.

Last but not least, there's the issue of sustainability. I was so focused on
how to make people an efficient rainwater-using device. But actually, we need to
help people select the right materials themselves, build a rainwater collection
system themselves, and maintain it themselves. Just giving them money and
materials, without know-how, will be only a temporary solution.

Just imagine that you are a wealthy fisherman and next to you is a poor and

hungry man. You can give the man a fish, but you can't keep feeding him



forever. The poor man who doesn’t get a fish will starve again. Instead of giving
him a fish, you have to teach him how to fish. In other words, I need to figure out
how to teach people to collect rainwater and even how to expand the collection
system throughout the community.

Successful support is support that is small but ongoing. Failures are
activities that have the right goal but cannot be continued. When I think about
helping people who are suffering somewhere in the world, I will try to gain my own
"awareness" by experiencing the expressions on people's faces, the flow of time, and
the sounds and smells of their cities. Through this "awareness", I want to create a
system of support that is accepted by the local people and can be sustained. We

can’t just provide fish or fishing rods, we must teach how to fish.
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A More Diverse Society
(3=

5
<+

WEEESFESR 24 LW~V 7T

“Let’s hang out outside” One of my classmates came up to me and said with
curious eyes and a blushing face in Japanese. I just nodded without saying anything
because I didn’t know how to reply. Nodding was the only way I could reply to
friends at that time because I hardly understood Japanese.

I came to Japan from Indonesia when I was 12 years old. I didn’t know any
Japanese except hiragana and katakana. I didn’t understand any words teachers
and classmates said and what was written in my textbooks. Can you imagine being
in a world where you don’t understand any words? I was the only student who had
come from a foreign country, so I was struggling every day and thought that I was
the only one who suffered from such a situation.

However, now I know that there are many students like me in Japan. The
Japanese government is expanding the acceptance of foreign workers and their
families. However, we don't have sufficient systems in place to accept children. The
burden of differences of language and lifestyle is significant, and there are many
students who give up attending schools. The survey by the Ministry of Education
found that nearly 20,000 foreign children in Japan may not have attended
elementary and junior high schools in 2019.

We should not leave this problem unsolved. If we face and overcome this
situation sincerely, our society will be a more attractive one. I hope we can think
about the way to do this together.

First, we should consider Language support, especially those immediately after
coming to Japan, they cannot keep up with their school studies. I often spent my
days just sitting at my desk in the classroom waiting for the time to pass. I thought
if there had been one more teacher sitting next to me and had supported me during
lessons, I could have understood Japanese and fitted in class more easily. Also, I
wish teachers had written hiragana alongside some Chinese characters, which was
so tough to learn.

Second, support for their parents. Some parents also have difficulty
understanding Japanese, so they can’t read letters from schools and they also do
not know useful information such as the school attendance support system. Also,
understanding the Japanese high school entrance exam system is difficult, I usually
had arguments with my mother because she could not fully understand that system.
From my experience, I think that there may be some parents who may not be able
to make the right choices or decisions about their child’s academic course because
of their language problems.

Furthermore, everyone needs to have knowledge about their culture and

religion. Some children can't eat specific foods and some worship and need space



and time for that. Japanese students may feel different from that lifestyle and may
try to alienate them. We should have education accepting a variety of cultural and
religious backgrounds and respect diversity.

However, what cheers children up the most is that they can feel someone always
cares about them. My classmates never left me alone. They never treated me like a
foreigner, but treated me normally as a friend. They taught me how to read and
write, using gestures and pictures. Can you imagine how happy I felt, how relieved
I was, thanks to them? If you ever meet children from foreign countries, please talk
to them first and try to know them. Gradually the distance between them get
shorter and you can become real true friends. It’s a wonderful thing to meet people
whose culture and language are different. By interacting with them, you can have
a wider field of view and make our society more diverse. So, let’s do our part and

make this place better and more accessible for everyone.
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My Dream
AN &R ZKESFFAR 248 BhE

My dream is to create a peaceful world without stereotypes. There are plenty of
stereotypes in the world. Some of us think foreigners do not speak Japanese well
only because they “look foreign”. Others think women cook better than men
because that is the role they are given. Stereotypes prevent us from learning new
things. They also make it difficult to meet new friends and to accept new ideas.

Three years ago, some Chinese students came to my house for a home stay. We
talked and laughed and learned a lot from each other. Since then, my life has become
richer. They are very hard-working students and always encourage me when I feel
lazy at school. We still keep in touch now. Good friends are like good books because
they are windows to different cultures.

But, last year, when the Corona Virus Pandemic started, people around me said
“The Chinese are bad.” “We can’t trust Chinese people.” However, these are all
stereotypes. The overseas students who came to my house were all nice and honest.
They helped me in many ways. There is no evidence that all Chinese people are bad.
I have been to China several times and I met so many kind people there. On the
bus, my grandmother was given a seat by a total stranger. Another time, when I
was crying because my mom didn’t buy a toy for me, the shop owner kindly
discounted it for us and also gave me candy for free. I was young but I remember
all of these kindnesses. People sometimes think in stereotypes instead of looking at
the whole picture. These unkind words hurt innocent people who have done nothing
wrong. Especially now when we humans are facing this terrible disease, we should
gather our strength together to defeat it. It would be a pity if we live in a global
society but still struggle with stereotypes in our own community. It is time that we,
7 billion people, think about how to overcome this crisis. I am sure we can do it as
long as we think globally, and act locally.

Stereotypes are based on gender, race, religion, nationality, and even blood
types. Sometimes they can be escalated to discrimination, which has been a big
problem around the world. My favorite tennis player Naomi Osaka has spoken out
against discrimination many times. She printed the names of seven black
Americans on the masks she wore during her tennis matches. The deaths of the
seven were caused by discrimination. In this way, she protested that we should
not judge people only by their skin color or any other physical characteristics.
Naomi herself is a shy girl but she tries her best to overcome many obstacles, to
practice tennis diligently and to face the media even with her mental disorder.
She herself faces stereotypes every day. People tell her she is too loud or too

outspoken, and that she should just focus on tennis. But she is brave and lets us



know that all humans are equal and no one should be ignored. I want to be a
person like her and show my strong will to the world.

In 2025, Osaka will host the World Expo again. By that time, I will be a university
student and plan to do some volunteer work for the event. I want to fix stereotypes
by making personal connections with people. I also want to help the guests who
visit Japan from around the world. I want our guests to know more about Japan
and her people, especially her beauty and spirit. I hope they can enjoy their time
here without being stereotyped. I also hope they can see more of Japan than what
is on the surface. My dream is that we can build a better world if we look past

stereotypes together.
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Is “Perfect” Perfect?
BRI R SR E SR 248 K LR

When I was 3 years old, I entered an international kindergarten and started
learning English. I then moved up to a private Japanese all-girls elementary school,
but changed schools and graduated from a Japanese public co-ed elementary school,
where I started learning English on my own. Then, I entered a junior high school
which had an international baccalaureate course, and when I was 14 years old, I
studied abroad in Canada for 6 months. After I came back to Japan, I continued the
IB program and graduated from the course a few months ago. Now, I'm a pioneer
member of the Mk 74 & W 5 365, an island “study abroad” program where I go to
school and live in a dorm on a very rural island.

When you hear this, what kind of girl do you think I am? How did you label
me? The" English kid"? "Supergirl"? Or maybe, "perfect"? Well, thank you. But,
that's not who I am. I mean, that could be a part of me maybe, but that doesn't
explain every part of myself. These are labels, expectations put on me by others.

Let’s look at something a little more relatable. How many of you spend
countless hours looking at other people’s social media accounts? Almost all of us,
right? From the outside, everyone else looks like they have the perfect lives. They
show us the perfect vacation photos, amazing dishes they’ve eaten, and smiling
pictures of family and friends. We always try to show only the best parts of our lives
for others to see, to show them we fit into the labels we’re told to strive for. On the
inside, though, that image, those labels might not fit us at all.

On paper, my life might seem perfect, but it doesn’t mean that I was enjoying
myself or was fitting into the spaces I was in. In my private elementary school, I
experienced bullying that caused me to change schools, despite the expectation I
would stay through university there. In my IB program, I was surrounded by driven
classmates who have dreams they are pursuing, but for me, I don’t know my course
yet, and I couldn’t see the meaning of studying so hard and being miserable while
I did so when I had no direction, which is why I decided to do the island study
abroad program. I'm not as perfect as it may seem.

And I’'m not alone in this. So many others in my generation are struggling
to understand their culture’s standard of perfection, and in that struggle, they are
challenging what it means to be perfect.

We’re in an age of unprecedented access to others’ viewpoints through apps
like Tik Tok, Twitter, and the like. Our countries and cultures are no longer the
only thing we interact with on a daily basis. We can see what others think and value,
and this leads us to rethink our own cultural norms, and in an increasingly difficult
to navigate world, my generation is striving to find our own way, which is sometimes

at odds with societal norms.



Think of the LGBTQ+ community. There are many countries around the
world where they are not accepted as they are. I have an experience that made me
realize this for myself. One day a few years ago, a close friend of mine came to me
and asked, "Could you check this letter for me? I want to tell my parents something
important.” When I read his letter, I saw him trying to come out as transgender and
apologizing for disappointing them. I said to him, "Why are you apologizing for
being yourself? You should be honest and just tell them the truth without
apologizing.” I could see that he was feeling guilty and thought that being different
from the label he was given was wrong. However, I didn't think that way. Since I
was little, my family has hosted more than 70 people from around the world, about
15 of which were LGBTQ+. Being in this environment, I can easily accept various
people as they are. Also, when I was in Canada, all the classrooms had a sticker to
show that they support and accept LGBTQ+ people. This topic wasn't a taboo thing
to talk about, and I could clearly see that the whole community accepted them as
they are. If he were in Canada, he wouldn't feel guilty for being himself. I believe
that we should make a society where everyone can be themselves proudly.

Moving forward, it’s on us to define what “perfect” is for our lives, even if it
contradicts what our cultures deem perfect. Cultural change can’t happen unless
we challenge it, and if we choose to be ourselves even when confronted with
overwhelming opposition, that is an act of bravery. So, I encourage you to pick your
own labels. Set your own expectations for your life. “Perfection” is subjective. Define

what it means for yourself.
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These are some of the slides that ESS (English Speaking Session) members created for their
presentation. They presented their researches and thoughts to our students several times,
using these slides and videos. Mostly, they do their presentation in English, using videos with
Japanese subtitles.

This is an opening slide:

The Syrian Refugee Crisis

They learned a lot about a proxy war and complicated international conflicts in Syria:

Syria as a Proxy War K125 ; l’ i

UK, US and France attack Syrian government with missiles

2 Russia and Iran support Syrian government.

UK .
Us Russia
CONFLICT iran
France

Making impressive presentations and thinking critically should be based on the facts:
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